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In August 1814, the United States army was defeated just outside Washington, D.C., by the world's greatest
military power. President James Madison and his wife had just enough time to flee the White House before
the British invaders entered. British troops stopped to feast on the meal still sitting on the Madisons' dining-
room table before setting the White House on fire. The extent of the destruction was massive; finished in
wood rather than marble, everything inside the mansion was combustible. Only the outer stone walls would
withstand the fire.

The tide of the War of 1812 would quickly turn, however. Less than a month later, American troops would
stand victorious at the Battle of Fort McHenry. Poet Francis Scott Key, struck by the sight of the American
flag waving over Fort McHenry, jotted down the beginnings of a poem that would be set to music and
become the U.S. national anthem, "The Star Spangled Banner."

In his compelling narrative style, Peter Snow recounts the fast-changing fortunes of that summer's
extraordinary confrontations. Drawing from a wealth of material, including eyewitness accounts, Snow
describes the colorful personalities on both sides of those spectacular events: including the beleaguered
President James Madison and First Lady Dolley, American heroes such as Joshua Barney and Sam Smith,
and flawed military leaders like Army Chief William Winder and War Secretary John Armstrong. On the
British side, Snow re-creates the fiery Admiral George Cockburn, the cautious but immensely popular Major
General Robert Ross, and sharp-eyed diarists James Scott and George Gleig.

When Britain Burned the White House highlights this unparalleled moment in British and American history,
the courageous, successful defense of Fort McHenry and the American triumph that would follow, and
America's and Britain's decision to never again fight each other.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Twombly:

The book When Britain Burned the White House: The 1814 Invasion of Washington can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
a good thing like a book When Britain Burned the White House: The 1814 Invasion of Washington? A
number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many info for us.
It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book When Britain Burned the
White House: The 1814 Invasion of Washington has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Theresa Pepper:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This When Britain Burned
the White House: The 1814 Invasion of Washington is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Wesley Binns:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be When Britain Burned the White House: The 1814 Invasion of Washington
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.

Gloria Castaldo:

You can get this When Britain Burned the White House: The 1814 Invasion of Washington by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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