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National symbols—flags, national anthems, monuments, currencies, capital structures, cultural icons, and
public holidays, to name a few—are tricky cultural signposts, for they preserve not only the “victorious”
definitions promoted by the nation but also the fossilized debates and controversies that have crystallized
around these symbols over decades or, in some cases, centuries. Through close readings of national symbols,
we can discover challenges to a perceived consensus—challenges that may have been silenced permanently,
or for a time, but which may surface again when political or cultural circumstances are more favorable to
their cause.

This volume illuminates the rich insights national symbols offer into the historical process by which certain
groups inscribe their interpretation of a nation’s identity and collective memory at a given time period as
well as how these narratives are gradually transformed as the power to “tell the national tale” shifts from one
political group to another.

The essays in this volume represent four continents and nine countries and include such topics as the
interface of the religious and the secular in national narratives in Israel, the Balkans, and Northern Ireland;
the question of the demise, survival, or resurrection of national symbols as the nation itself undergoes
fundamental changes in Germany and Russia; fluid counter traditions in the American South; the multivalent
figure of the Argentinean gaucho; the different uses various societal groups make of national monuments
such as the Lincoln Memorial; the instability of certain national symbols, as exemplified by the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier in Cairo; and, finally, perhaps the most monumental act of symbolic re-inscription, the re-
founding of the capital of Sri Lanka in Sri Jayawardhanapura-Kotte.

Collectively, the contributions in this volume demonstrate that, however “perennial” or “organic” their
national symbols may appear to the citizens of any given nation at any given time, these symbols are subject,
over time, to continual challenges, changes in signification, and, in extreme cases, loss of valuation or
replacement.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Maurer:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what one you should start with. This National Symbols, Fractured Identities: Contesting the
National Narrative (Middlebury Bicentennial Series in International Studies) is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Charles Aranda:

The guide untitled National Symbols, Fractured Identities: Contesting the National Narrative (Middlebury
Bicentennial Series in International Studies) is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the
book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get
the e-book of National Symbols, Fractured Identities: Contesting the National Narrative (Middlebury
Bicentennial Series in International Studies) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Kevin Diaz:

You can obtain this National Symbols, Fractured Identities: Contesting the National Narrative (Middlebury
Bicentennial Series in International Studies) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are
various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era
such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make
your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Sue Joseph:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book National Symbols, Fractured Identities:
Contesting the National Narrative (Middlebury Bicentennial Series in International Studies) to make your
current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try
to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and reading
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the publication
National Symbols, Fractured Identities: Contesting the National Narrative (Middlebury Bicentennial Series
in International Studies) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of the time.
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