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The American musical has long provided an important vehicle through which writers, performers, and
audiences reimagine who they are and how they might best interact with the world around them. Musicals
are especially good at this because they provide not only an opportunity for us to enact dramatic versions of
alternative identities, but also the material for performing such alternatives in the real world, through songs
and the characters and attitudes those songs project.

This book addresses a variety of specific themes in musicals that serve this general function: fairy tale and
fantasy, idealism and inspiration, gender and sexuality, and relationships, among others. It also considers
three overlapping genres that are central, in quite different ways, to the projection of personal identity:
operetta, movie musicals, and operatic musicals.

Among the musicals discussed are Camelot, Candide; Chicago; Company; Evita; Gypsy; Into the Woods;
Kiss Me, Kate; A Little Night Music; Man of La Mancha; Meet Me in St. Louis; The Merry Widow; Moulin
Rouge; My Fair Lady; Passion; The Rocky Horror Picture Show; Singin' in the Rain; Stormy Weather;
Sweeney Todd; and The Wizard of Oz.

Complementing the author's earlier work, The American Musical and the Formation of National Identity, this
book completes a two-volume thematic history of the genre, designed for general audiences and specialists
alike.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Brown:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question
mainly because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific The American Musical and the
Performance of Personal Identity to read.

Willie Kelly:

Why? Because this The American Musical and the Performance of Personal Identity is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Aaron Ryan:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The American Musical and the
Performance of Personal Identity is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Leif Gibbs:

Beside this kind of The American Musical and the Performance of Personal Identity in your phone, it could
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It
is good thing to have The American Musical and the Performance of Personal Identity because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to
read it from at this point!
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