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The subject of women as skilled workers in the eighteenth century is central to our understanding of the
history of work and technology in the preindustrial age. While recent scholarship has dispelled the notion
that women did not enter the workforce until the Industrial Revolution, debate continues as to the extent to
which women actually participated in skilled work in the preceding decades. This book draws upon
substantial archival research in Rouen, Lyon, and Paris to show that while the vast majority of working
women in eighteenth-century France labored at unskilled, low-paying jobs, it was not at all unusual for
women to be actively engaged in economic activities as workers, managers, and merchants. Some even
developed vertically integrated wholesale and retail businesses, while others became indispensable to
manufacturers through their technical skill. In fact, Hafter documents how certain women guild masters were
able to exploit the legal system to achieve considerable economic independence, power, wealth, and legal
parity with male masters. She also shows how gender politics complicated the day-to-day experience of these
working women.
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From reader reviews:

Orlando Hernandez:

Women at Work in Preindustrial France can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend
that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Women at Work in Preindustrial France yet
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe
you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Lyman Johnson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Women at Work in Preindustrial France why
because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Joshua Nichols:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Women at Work in Preindustrial France can be the
answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Candace Hernandez:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Women at Work in Preindustrial France we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book Women at Work in Preindustrial
France. You can more desirable than now.
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