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The Damascus road encounter between Jesus and Paul is foundational to understanding the early
development of Christology, and, indeed, Christianity, since it is the first appearance of the post-ascension
Jesus contained in the earliest Christian literature. This study examines the encounter as it is described in
Paul's epistles and the book of Acts. Since Paul interprets his experience within the Jewish tradition, this
study begins with a survey of epiphany texts in the Old Testament and other ancient Jewish literature. This
reveals two new categories for appearances of God, angels, and other heavenly beings: Divine Initiative and
Divine Response. This survey also finds two distinct patterns of characterization for God and other heavenly
beings. These findings are then applied to Paul's accounts of his Damascus road encounter. Paul depicts the
encounter as a Divine Initiative epiphany. This conclusion is significant, since it argues against the current
view that the encounter was a merkabah vision. Paul's Christology in the Damascus road encounter is also
significant, since Jesus is characterized as divine. Such divine characterization is not typical for heavenly
beings in first-century CE epiphany texts. Thus, a high Pauline Christology appears to be present at a very
early point. The three accounts of the Damascus road encounter in Acts also fit the pattern of Divine
Initiative-not merkabah-and exhibit the high Christology of Paul's accounts. In fact, the three accounts in
Acts are shown to form an intentionally increasing sequence culminating in the revelation that Paul was
called to be an apostle by Jesus himself on the Damascus road.
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From reader reviews:

Lorraine Briggs:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Divine Initiative and the Christology of the Damascus Road Encounter:.

Gordon Woods:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book Divine Initiative and the Christology of the
Damascus Road Encounter: has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Divine Initiative and the Christology
of the Damascus Road Encounter: is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication.
Try to make relationship using the book Divine Initiative and the Christology of the Damascus Road
Encounter:. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Shawn Calvin:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's internal or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Divine Initiative and the Christology of the Damascus Road
Encounter: can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Julio Canfield:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From
the book Divine Initiative and the Christology of the Damascus Road Encounter: we can take more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book
Divine Initiative and the Christology of the Damascus Road Encounter:. You can more attractive than now.
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