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Now in a new edition, this exceptionally successful survey text introduces the faith, belief, and practice of
Islam from its earliest origins up to its contemporary resurgence. John L. Esposito, an internationally
renowned expert on Islam, traces the development of this dynamic faith and its impact on world history and
politics. Lucidly written and expansive in scope, Islam: The Straight Path, Fourth Edition, provides keen
insight into one of the world's least understood religions. It is ideally suited for use in courses on Islam,
comparative religions, and Middle Eastern history and culture.

NEW TO THE FOURTH EDITION:

* A revised Chapter 5, "Religion and Politics," provides more focused and up-to-date coverage of Osama bin
Laden's influence and the continued growth of extremism; the relationship of Islam to violence; the meaning
of jihad and the origins of a global jihad ideology; the role of suicide bombing; and the influence of Saudi
Arabia's Wahhabi Islam.

* An updated Chapter 6, "The Struggle for Islam in the 21st Century," covers Muslim responses to new
social and political contexts and presents the diverse and competing positions--from traditionalist to
modernist--of contemporary Muslim leaders on issues of religious authority, women's rights, Shariah,
violence, and terrorism.

* More extensive treatment of early Islam in Chapters 1 and 2

* An enhanced art program featuring twenty-one photos and three maps

* A new appendix that includes an extensive timeline of key events in the history of Islam

* A FREE 6-month subscription to Oxford Islamic Studies Online (www.oxfordislamicstudies.com),
edited by John L. Esposito. Please look inside for details.
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From reader reviews:

Carson McDonald:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Islam: The Straight Path book as beginning
and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Julie Boyle:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Islam: The Straight Path reserve
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Islam: The Straight Path as good book not only by the
cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Freddie Straughter:

This Islam: The Straight Path is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you
who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information
accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Islam: The Straight Path in your hand
like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that
offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Larry Morris:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Islam: The Straight Path provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.
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