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Languages differ from one another in bewildering and seemingly arbitrary ways. For example, in English,
the verb precedes the direct object ('understand the proof'), but in Japanese, the direct object comes first. In
some languages, such as Mohawk, it is not even possible to establish a basic word order. Nonetheless,
languages do share certain regularities in how they are structured and used. The exact nature and extent of
these "language universals" has been the focus of much research and is one of the central explanatory goals
in the language sciences.

During the past 50 years, there has been tremendous progress, a few major conceptual revolutions, and even
the emergence of entirely new fields. The wealth of findings and theories offered by the various language-
science disciplines has made it more important than ever to work toward an integrated understanding of the
nature of human language universals. This book is the first to examine language universals from a cross-
disciplinary perspective. It provides new insights into long standing questions such as: What exactly defines
the human capacity for language? Are there universal properties of human languages and, if so, what are
they? Can all language universals be explained in the same way, or do some universals require different
kinds of explanations from others? Language Universals is unique in starting with the assumption that the
best way to approach these and related questions is through a dialogue between a wide range of disciplines,
including linguistics, cognitive neuroscience, philosophy, computer science and biology.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Jack:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Language Universals will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything.
But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Michael Carr:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Language Universals,
you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is
it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

David Bostick:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Language Universals why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Paul Avila:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Language Universals can make you feel more interested to read.
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