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Magisterial in vision, sweeping in scope, this monumental work presents a seamless account of Japanese
society during the modern era, from 1600 to the present. A distillation of more than fifty years' engagement
with Japan and its history, it is the crowning work of our leading interpreter of the modern Japanese
experience.

Since 1600 Japan has undergone three periods of wrenching social and institutional change, following the
imposition of hegemonic order on feudal society by the Tokugawa shogun; the opening of Japan's ports by
Commodore Perry; and defeat in World War II. The Making of Modern Japan charts these changes: the
social engineering begun with the founding of the shogunate in 1600, the emergence of village and castle
towns with consumer populations, and the diffusion of samurai values in the culture.

Jansen covers the making of the modern state, the adaptation of Western models, growing international trade,
the broadening opportunity in Japanese society with industrialization, and the postwar occupation reforms
imposed by General MacArthur. Throughout, the book gives voice to the individuals and views that have
shaped the actions and beliefs of the Japanese, with writers, artists, and thinkers, as well as political leaders
given their due.

The story this book tells, though marked by profound changes, is also one of remarkable consistency, in
which continuities outweigh upheavals in the development of society, and successive waves of outside
influence have only served to strengthen a sense of what is unique and native to Japanese experience. The
Making of Modern Japan takes us to the core of this experience as it illuminates one of the contemporary
world's most compelling transformations.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Harlow:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Making of Modern Japan will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could
be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Jerry Petrus:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled The Making of Modern Japan can be excellent
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Concepcion Shaw:

Typically the book The Making of Modern Japan has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes
some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after reading this book.

Rochelle Barrick:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Making of Modern Japan provide you with new experience in reading through a book.
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