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Women and Gender in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium, by Ya-chen Chen, is an
excavation of underexposed gender issues focusing mainly on contradictory and troubled feminism in the
film narratives. In the cinematic world of martial arts films, one can easily find representations of women of
Ancient China released from the constraints of patriarchal social order to revel in a dreamlike space of their
own. They can develop themselves, protect themselves, and even defeat or conquer men. This world not only
frees women from the convention of foot-binding, but it also "unbinds" them in terms of education, critical
thinking, talent, ambition, opportunities to socialize with different men, and the freedom or right to both
choose their spouse and decide their own fate. Chen calls this phenomenon "Chinese cinematic martial arts
feminism."

The liberation is never sustaining or complete, however; Chen reveals the presence of a glass ceiling marking
the maximal exercise of feminism and women's rights which the patriarchal order is willing to accept. As
such, these films are not to be seen as celebrations of feminist liberation, but as enunciations of the
patriarchal authority that suffuses "Chinese cinematic martial arts feminism." The film narratives under
examination include Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon (directed by Ang Lee); Hero (Zhang Yimou); House
of the Flying Daggers (Zhang Yimou); Seven Swords (Tsui Hark); The Promise (Chen Kaige); The Banquet
(Feng Xiaogang); and Curst of the Golden Flower (Zhang Yimou). Chen also touches upon the plots of two
of the earliest award-winning Chinese martial arts films, A Touch of Zen and Legend of the Mountain, both
directed by King Hu.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Lavery:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for people. The book Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium:
Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics has been making you to know about other expertise and of course
you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Women in Chinese Martial Arts
Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics is not only giving you much more
new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the
New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you
read some books.

Christopher Barnes:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Women in Chinese Martial
Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics book as beginning and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Teresa Ealy:

Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics can
be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Women in
Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics yet doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can
be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Denise Zimmerman:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of
the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics reserve written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger
then you still question Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses
and Gender Politics as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that



can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.
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