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The history of American dance reflects the nation’s tangled culture. Dancers from wildly different
backgrounds learned, imitated, and stole from one another.  Audiences everywhere embraced the result as
deeply American.
 
Using the stories of tapper Bill "Bojangles" Robinson, Ginger Rogers and Fred Astaire, ballet and Broadway
choreographer Agnes de Mille, choreographer Paul Taylor, and Michael Jackson, Megan Pugh shows how
freedom—that nebulous, contested American ideal—emerges as a genre-defining aesthetic. In Pugh’s
account, ballerinas mingle with slumming thrill-seekers, and hoedowns show up on elite opera house stages.
Steps invented by slaves on antebellum plantations captivate the British royalty and the Parisian avant-garde.
Dances were better boundary crossers than their dancers, however, and the issues of race and class that haunt
everyday life shadow American dance as well. Deftly narrated, America Dancing demonstrates the centrality
of dance in American art, life, and identity, taking us to watershed moments when the nation worked out a
sense of itself through public movement.
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From reader reviews:

Pauline Bardwell:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go walking,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled America Dancing: From
the Cakewalk to the Moonwalk? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have other opinion?

Lily Tarver:

This America Dancing: From the Cakewalk to the Moonwalk book is just not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. This America Dancing: From the Cakewalk to the Moonwalk without we understand teach the one who
examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry America Dancing: From
the Cakewalk to the Moonwalk can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This America Dancing:
From the Cakewalk to the Moonwalk having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Harry Baxter:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This America Dancing: From the Cakewalk to the
Moonwalk is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

John Dame:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book
that need more time to be go through. America Dancing: From the Cakewalk to the Moonwalk can be your
answer since it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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