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Investigating the cultural, social, and political histories of punishment during ninety years surrounding the
1838 abolition of slavery in Jamaica, Diana Paton challenges standard historiographies of slavery and
discipline. The abolition of slavery in Jamaica, as elsewhere, entailed the termination of slaveholders’ legal
right to use violence—which they defined as “punishment”—against those they had held as slaves. Paton
argues that, while slave emancipation involved major changes in the organization and representation of
punishment, there was no straightforward transition from corporal punishment to the prison or from privately
inflicted to state-controlled punishment. Contesting the dichotomous understanding of pre-modern and
modern modes of power that currently dominates the historiography of punishment, she offers critical
readings of influential theories of power and resistance, including those of Michel Foucault, Pierre Bourdieu,
and Ranajit Guha.

No Bond but the Law reveals the longstanding and intimate relationship between state formation and private
punishment. The construction of a dense, state-organized system of prisons began not with emancipation but
at the peak of slave-based wealth in Jamaica, in the 1780s. Jamaica provided the paradigmatic case for
British observers imagining and evaluating the emancipation process. Paton’s analysis moves between
imperial processes on the one hand and Jamaican specificities on the other, within a framework comparing
developments regarding punishment in Jamaica with those in the U.S. South and elsewhere. Emphasizing the
gendered nature of penal policy and practice throughout the emancipation period, Paton is attentive to the
ways in which the actions of ordinary Jamaicans and, in particular, of women prisoners, shaped state
decisions.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Andrade:

The book No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870
(Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book No Bond but the Law:
Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in
Women's Studies)? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book No Bond but the
Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions
in Women's Studies) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can seem the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Guadalupe Baum:

The event that you get from No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State
Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) may be the more deep you digging
the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State
Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this particular No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in
Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) instantly.

Marie Brenneman:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and
Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) can be
fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Starr Place:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also



native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By book
No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave:
New Directions in Women's Studies) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book No Bond but the Law: Punishment,
Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's
Studies). You can more attractive than now.
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