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The civil rights movement was arguably the most successful social movement in American history. In a
provocative new assessment of its success, David Chappell argues that the story of civil rights is not a story
of the ultimate triumph of liberal ideas after decades of gradual progress. Rather, it is a story of the power of
religious tradition.
Chappell reconsiders the intellectual roots of civil rights reform, showing how northern liberals' faith in the
power of human reason to overcome prejudice was at odds with the movement's goal of immediate change.
Even when liberals sincerely wanted change, they recognized that they could not necessarily inspire others to
unite and fight for it. But the prophetic tradition of the Old Testament--sometimes translated into secular
language--drove African American activists to unprecedented solidarity and self-sacrifice. Martin Luther
King Jr., Fannie Lou Hamer, James Lawson, Modjeska Simkins, and other black leaders believed, as the
Hebrew prophets believed, that they had to stand apart from society and instigate dramatic changes to force
an unwilling world to abandon its sinful ways. Their impassioned campaign to stamp out "the sin of
segregation" brought the vitality of a religious revival to their cause. Meanwhile, segregationists found little
support within their white southern religious denominations. Although segregationists outvoted and
outgunned black integrationists, the segregationists lost, Chappell concludes, largely because they did not
have a religious commitment to their cause.
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From reader reviews:

James Baron:

The experience that you get from A Stone of Hope: Prophetic Religion and the Death of Jim Crow may be
the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but A Stone of Hope: Prophetic Religion and the
Death of Jim Crow giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this A
Stone of Hope: Prophetic Religion and the Death of Jim Crow instantly.

Bessie Barrett:

The book untitled A Stone of Hope: Prophetic Religion and the Death of Jim Crow contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice examine.

Bertha Davis:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This A Stone of Hope: Prophetic Religion
and the Death of Jim Crow is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Lucy Nelson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims A Stone of Hope: Prophetic
Religion and the Death of Jim Crow.
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