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In this highly original study, Gregory Downs argues that the most American of wars, the Civil War, created a
seemingly un-American popular politics, rooted not in independence but in voluntary claims of dependence.
Through an examination of the pleas and petitions of ordinary North Carolinians, Declarations of
Dependence contends that the Civil War redirected, not destroyed, claims of dependence by exposing North
Carolinians to the expansive but unsystematic power of Union and Confederate governments, and by
loosening the legal ties that bound them to husbands, fathers, and masters.

Faced with anarchy during the long reconstruction of government authority, people turned fervently to the
government for protection and sustenance, pleading in fantastic, intimate ways for attention. This
personalistic, or what Downs calls patronal, politics allowed for appeals from subordinate groups like freed
blacks and poor whites, and also bound people emotionally to newly expanding postwar states. Downs's
argument rewrites the history of the relationship between Americans and their governments, showing the
deep roots of dependence, the complex impact of the Civil War upon popular politics, and the powerful role
of Progressivism and segregation in submerging a politics of dependence that--in new form--rose again in the
New Deal and persists today.
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From reader reviews:

Alyssa Lewis:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Declarations of
Dependence: The Long Reconstruction of Popular Politics in the South, 1861-1908 book as basic and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Sandra Yunker:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Declarations of Dependence: The
Long Reconstruction of Popular Politics in the South, 1861-1908 that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people
to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person.
So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Declarations of
Dependence: The Long Reconstruction of Popular Politics in the South, 1861-1908 become your current
starter.

Robert Clift:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be learn. Declarations of Dependence: The Long Reconstruction of Popular Politics in the
South, 1861-1908 can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short spare time
problems.

Maria Swensen:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Declarations of Dependence: The Long Reconstruction of Popular Politics in the South,
1861-1908 we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must
want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt
to change your life at this book Declarations of Dependence: The Long Reconstruction of Popular Politics in



the South, 1861-1908. You can more pleasing than now.
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