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W.R. Burnett had first-hand experience of the world he describes in his vivid and terse novel Little Caesar
(1929).

The novel's hero, Cesare Bandello (Rico), is a "gutter Macbeth", a bad guy who claws his way through the
ranks of a Chicago gang, circa 1928. Though the image of Rico is almost inseparable from Edward G.
Robinson's star-making performance in the 1930 film version of the book, the novel, inspired in part by
Machiavelli's The Prince, remains a fuller experience. It is believed to have had a profound effect on William
Faulkner, Horace McCoy, and Graham Greene.

There is nothing heroic about Rico. He is not a dashing or even especially talented man; the one gift he
possesses is a laser-like focus. It is this intensity that sets him apart from the slovenly hoods that surround
him.

Rico is a cold, clear-eyed student of human nature. This knowledge initially provides Rico's success, but
when it crystallizes into hubris, it results in his ultimate undoing. Rico becomes too satisfied with his
success, forgetting that he has prevailed in what is essentially a jungle and that in this place, the laws of
survival are immutable and unsparing.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

William Riley Burnett (1899-1981) was a master of fiction, a skillful writer, contemporary to James M. Cain,
Raymond Chandler, and Dashiell Hammett. Burnett authored some 36 novels and either wrote alone or in
collaboration 60 screenplays. His novels Little Caesar, High Sierra, The Asphalt Jungle represent a rich vein
of thought in contemporary American literature and culture.

After he began his career as a writer, Burnett moved to Chicago in the late 1920s at the height of Al Capone's
power and sway over the city. It was this atmosphere, Chicago in the '20s and notably the St. Valentine's Day
Massacre (Burnett was one of the first people on the scene) that inspired Burnett's first great success Little
Caesar, which was made into a film by the same name starring Edward G. Robinson.

After this initial success, Burnett had a strong, close working relationship with Hollywood as both a novelist
and screenwriter, and eventually found a champion in writer/director John Huston. Burnett collaborated with
Huston on the adaptation of High Sierra in 1941 in which Humphrey Bogart redefined himself in the role of
Roy Earle. The two men's paths crossed again when Huston filmed The Asphalt Jungle in 1950. The Mystery
Writers of America awarded Burnett their highest honor--the prestigious title of Grand Master--at the 1980
Edgar Awards.

SERIES DESCRIPTIONS

From classic book to classic film, RosettaBooks has gathered some of most memorable books into film
available. The selection is broad ranging and far reaching, with books from classic genre to cult classic to
science fiction and horror and a blend of the two creating whole new genres like Richard Matheson's The
Shrinking Man. Classic works from Vonnegut, one of the greatest writers of the twentieth century, meet with



E.M. Forster's A Passage to India. Whether the work is centered in the here and now, in the past, or in some
distant and almost unimaginable future, each work is lasting and memorable and award-winning.
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From reader reviews:

Iris Robertson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Little Caesar (RosettaBooks Into Film) as the daily
resource information.

Millicent Doty:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Little
Caesar (RosettaBooks Into Film), you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Judith Lucas:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Little Caesar
(RosettaBooks Into Film).

Christopher Jaeger:

Little Caesar (RosettaBooks Into Film) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Little Caesar
(RosettaBooks Into Film) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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