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For a few hundred years what is now Indonesia was under Dutch rule. Dutch control of these Southeast
Asian islands began with when the Dutch East India Company began to push their Portuguese competitors
out of the region in the 17th century. In 1800 the Dutch government took over the administration of the
colony, known as the Dutch East Indies or Netherlands India, from the Company.

This book provides facts and figures describing the geography, population, history, government, climate,
economy, exports, army and navy, education, and transportation of the Dutch East Indies around the year
1908.

Dutch rule in the what is now Indonesia was sometimes harsh. The Dutch East Indies Company was
primarily concerned with extracting profits from the islands, and sometimes used brutal methods to do so.
Slave labour was widely used and rebellions were brutally suppressed. The islands were an important source
of spices (including nutmeg), and other agricultural products like rubber and sugar. Like nearby Malaysia, tin
was mined in the Dutch East Indies, often by Chinese-owned companies. By the early 1900s the colony’s
petroleum resources were also being exploited.

In addition to natural and agricultural resources, the Dutch East Indies provided a pool of labour for the
Dutch Empire. Slavery was practiced in the islands, and enslaved people from the colony were sent abroad to
Cape Colony in South Africa, and other Dutch-owned territories. After slavery was abolished in the Dutch
Empire, the Dutch East Indies were a source of contract (indentured) labourers for the Dutch sugar plantation
colony of Suriname in South America.

Most of the colony’s population belonged to various Malay groups, but there were also significant ethnic
Chinese and European minorities. In 1941 the Dutch East Indies were invaded by the Japanese, who wanted
the colony’s resources for their military-industrial complex. After the war local nationalists won
independence from the Netherlands, and the Dutch East Indies became the independent republic of
Indonesia.

Before coming under Dutch rule, what is now Indonesia had been inhabited by many different, mostly
Malay-speaking groups. There were many different kingdoms in the different islands, including Sumatra,
Java, and Bali. The earlier kingdoms were often Hindu and Buddhist, religions that were brought to the
region by southern Indian traders. Later on, Islam became the dominant religion in the local kingdoms. The
first Europeans to establish commercial relations in the region were the Portuguese. But the Portuguese lost
most of their trading posts in the Malay Archipelago and Southeast Asia to the Dutch in the 17th century.
They did, however, hold on to East Timor. East Timor was incorporated into Indonesia in 1975, after the
Portuguese gave up their control over that territory. There was opposition to Indonesian rule and in 2002
East Timor formally won independence from Indonesia.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Ouellette:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the book untitled The Dutch East Indies: Facts and Figures 1908 can be
excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Cheryl Thornton:

Why? Because this The Dutch East Indies: Facts and Figures 1908 is an unordinary book that the inside of
the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the
other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Donald Chapin:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book and also novel and The Dutch East Indies: Facts and Figures 1908 as well as
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The
Dutch East Indies: Facts and Figures 1908 to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types
of book like this one.

John Ma:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book The Dutch East Indies: Facts and Figures
1908 to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about
book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it.
Beside that the book The Dutch East Indies: Facts and Figures 1908 can to be your new friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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