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When the Abbasids overthrew the Umayyad dynasty in 750 CE, an important element in legitimizing their
newly won authority involved defining themselves in the eyes of their Islamic subjects. Nadia Maria El
Cheikh shows that ideas about women were central to the process by which the Abbasid caliphate, which
ushered in Islam’s Golden Age, achieved self-definition.

In most medieval 1slamic cultures, Arab Islam stood in opposition to jahl, or the state of impurity and
corruption that existed prior to Islam’s founding. Over time, the concept of jahl evolved into a more general
term describing a condition of ignorance and barbarism?as well as a condition specifically associated in
Abbasid discourse with women. Concepts of womanhood and gender became a major organizing principle
for articulating Muslim identity. Groups whose beliefs and behaviors were perceived by the Abbasids as a
threat?not only the jahilis who lived before the prophet Muhammad but peoples living beyond the borders of
their empire, such as the Byzantines, and heretics who defied the strictures of their rule, such asthe
Qaramita?were represented in Abbasid texts through gendered metaphors and concepts of sexual difference.
These in turn influenced how women were viewed, and thus contributed to the historical construction of
Muslim women’s identity.

Through its investigation of how gender and sexuality were used to articulate cultural differences and
formulate identities in Abbasid systems of power and thought, Women, Islam, and Abbasid Identity
demonstrates the importance of women to the writing of early Islamic history.
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From reader reviews:
L ouise Rosenbaum:

The book Women, Islam, and Abbasid Identity gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou
may use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety
or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Women, Islam, and Abbasid
Identity to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a
book Women, Islam, and Abbasid Identity. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Jeffrey Haller:

The publication untitled Women, Islam, and Abbasid Identity is the publication that recommended to you to
study. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that author
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did alot of analysis when write the
book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You aso could get
the e-book of Women, Islam, and Abbasid Identity from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.

Eric Baur:

The reason? Because this Women, Islam, and Abbasid |dentity is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of rewards
than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , till
want to postpone having that book? If | had been you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Judy Washburn:

In this erawhich isthe greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess alook at some books. On the list of booksin the
top collection in your reading list is Women, Islam, and Abbasid Identity. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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